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Become a YFBC

Cultivator

Become a monthly donor and help prepare,
foster, improve, and further the YFBC
ministry.
More information or to sign up online visit
www.yfbc.com/cultivator

CORN MAZE

VALLEY EQUESTRIAN
CENTRE

CANOE TRIPS

TABERNACLE OF MOSES
EXPERIENCE

INTERNSHIP

A huge thank-you to all the Youth Farm Bible Camp
friends & family volunteers, staff, cultivators, donors, and
corporate sponsors - Thank You!

Youth Farm Bible Camp
BOX 636, ROSTHERN, SK S0K 3R0
WWW.YFBC.COM
WWW.YOUTHFARMCORNMAZE.COM
INFO@YFBC.CA
306-232-5133

YOUTH FARM BIBLE CAMP

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

CHOSEN
04 2021 YFBC Theme
CAMP AT YFBC
06 Adult Special Needs
07

Children & Youth Camps

Contents

YFBC MINISTRIES
08 3E Internship Program
10

AHA! Adventures

11

Valley Equestrian Centre

12

Tabernacle

14

Corn Maze

16

Nicaragua Ministry

A FEW WORDS FROM STAFF
18 Executive Director - Mark Wurtz
19

Site Manager - Jacob Wielinga

Love God - Love People

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

You are Chosen
2021 YFBC THEME

CHOSEN was the theme that was

On the second day, we talked about

picked for our ministry year. We are all

Mary’s story. (Luke 1:26-55) A poor

chosen by God. It is our identity. We are

young girl that became an outcast, yet

wonderfully made, created to do good

was CHOSEN by God and conceived in

works, loved, chosen. Now the question

her womb a son - Jesus, Son of the

is - how will we respond?

Most High. She was chosen and her
response was I WILL SERVE!

On the rst day of camp, we talked
about Leah (Genesis 29) and the

On day three, unlike Mary and Leah, we

progression in her life story. We touched

saw that Jonah responded negatively

some personal con icts she faced and

when he was chosen. (Jonah 1) He was

how those dif cult times shaped her life

called, but he ran and hid. God always

and brought her closer to God. Even in

loves people, he desires to save people,

the face

and Jonah responded

of those

poorly to God’s calling.

things,
Leah

On the fourth day, we

praised

saw that Jesus chose

the Lord

twelve men to be in the

and she

ministry school with him.

was

(Luke 5:1-11). They were

chosen

shermen, political

by Him.

revellers, tax collectors.

Her fourth

They left everything they

son was Judah - the tribe that King

had and followed Jesus. One chose to

David and our Messiah Jesus came

betray Jesus. The other eleven became

from. Jesus’ genealogy comes from the

the became leaders of the early church.

As God’s CHOSEN
ones, holy and
beloved, clothe
yourself with
compassion,
kindness, humility,
meekness, and
patience. Bear with
one another and, if
anyone has
complaint against
another, forgive
each other; just as
the Lord has forgive.
Above all, clothe
yourselves with love,
which binds
everything together
in perfect harmony”
Colossians 3:12-14

Lion of Judah! Leah was CHOSEN.

WWW.YFBC.COM
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Jesus chose young men that had
everyday jobs and not much education.
They were chosen and responded.

On the last day of camp we saw that
Jesus established the Church to bring
the kingdom of heaven on earth. (John
17:20-26) and we are part of this
church! We are chosen to love God
and to love people.
Love God - Love People

We are called to a new identity in
Christ. We are chosen to love
God and to love people!
YFBC Mission - Share Jesus with People and Provide a Place to Serve
Core Values - Serve, Sacri ce, Share, Seek
Developed in the 1940s

Memory Verses
“As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.” Colossians 3-12
“… My soul magni es the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for He has looked with
favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed”
Luke 1:46b-48
“I called to the Lord out of my distress, and he answered me: out of the belly of the Sheol I cried,
and you heard my voice” Jonah 2:2”
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that
you may proclaim the mighty acts of Him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous
light” I Peter 2:9
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Adult Special Needs Camp

CHRISTYANN DYCK

The thing that drew me to Youth

other people. She is always excited

Farm Bible Camp in the rst place

to help her counsellor, and she’s

was the opportunity to get involved

always eager to help in any way

with adult special needs and get to

she can. One week she got the

know them. I love the excitement on

opportunity to come for a few days

their faces when they arrive and get

during a kids camp as a volunteer

out of their vehicles! It’s so special

and she was so excited to simply do

to walk with them and see them

dishes with me.

ChristyAnn
Dyck grew up
as a missionary
kid in Mexico
and has been a
counsellor
since 2019. She
is one of the 3E
interns.

come out of their shells.
I loved reconnecting with her again
A couple of years ago I met a

this year! After COVID she was

camper who was very timid, and

especially excited to be back, and

when I went to sit with her, she

she was eager to get to know her

scooted away from me a bit. I could

new counsellor and help out again.

tell she was uncomfortable, but I

The way she came out of her shell

started a conversation with her

was so encouraging to me.

anyway. I watched as her walls
slowly came down and she started

There’s something so special about

telling me more stories. The rest of

the excitement special needs

the week she always found me

people have. They are so full of

during camp res and chapel, or she

unconditional love and they smile a

would save a spot for me to sit with

whole lot more than most people!

her. Every summer she is so

I’ve learned a lot about the way they

excited to be back, and I’ve noticed

enjoy the simple things in life.

her get a lot more comfortable with

WWW.YFBC.COM
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Children & Youth Camps

DENNIS MILBURN

The summer of 2021 was the rst time

saying. They started asking me

that I have even been involved with a

questions about the topic we had

camp as a staff member, and I am

covered, and then the conversation

very grateful that YFBC trusted me to

moved into other aspects of the Bible

work with and in uence the lives of

and what it means to live life following

campers for the week that they spend

Jesus. For the next three hours our

here.

cabin was entrenched in deep
conversation about a large span of

During our rst full week of kids camp,

topics having to do with the Bible.

I was a cabin leader for boys aged
11-14 years. I struggled to get them to

The campers all said that they could

listen and get involved with activities

truly feel the presence of God for the

occasionally, but for the most part

rst time in their lives. One of them

they were eager to take part in what

went to the washroom, and when he

we had scheduled.

came back, he said that the
atmosphere in the cabin felt physically

The part of the day that my campers

Dennis Milburn
came from
Calgary to be
part of Thrive
Bible College.
He joined us
this last
s u m m e r, a n d
now is one of
the 2021/2022
3E Interns.

different than it did outside.

loved the most was our devotions time
in the evening. One of the evenings, I

I feel very honoured to have shared

had a request to go through the story

that experience with those boys, I will

of Noah and the ood. So I read

remember that night for many years to

through the story, and most of the

come, and I hope they will as well.

boys tuned out, but a couple of them
were incredibly focused on what I was
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NEKAELLY SANDSTRA

This year I am delighted to be taking

canoe trip along the Churchill River,

internship gives me a unique

part in the 3E Internship Program,

where we camped in the great

privilege to do that!

which is a fantastic opportunity for

outdoors and immersed ourselves in

young adults at YFBC! 3E stands for

God’s creation.

As we prepare for our upcoming

“Equip the Saints, Empower Servant

short-term impact trip to Nicaragua

Leaders, Extend Christ’s Ministry.”

in January and February, and as we
prepare to join the YFBC Mexico

It is an intensive program for young

mission team in February, please

adults who have already completed

pray that the Lord will give us an

a year of Bible school and who are

open heart to His calling and provide

seeking to be equipped, discipled,

everything that we need.

and prepared to continue long-term
in ministry or mission work.

Pray that the Kingdom of God will be
made known to everyone we

This program gives us an invaluable

We also attended the CCI

encounter as we humbly serve as

opportunity to develop our faith,

Leadership Summit Conference,

His hands and feet. To Him be the

study Biblical curriculum on a further

where we got to enjoy the Albertan

glory!

level, receive spiritual mentorship,

landscape and develop our faith and

serve in a variety of ways at the

leadership skills. These experiences

camp, be challenged by new

have personally challenged me to

experiences, and be equipped to do

rest in the Lord and refocus my

further ministry more effectively.

vision entirely on Him, and the

Nekaelly Sandstra
has been involved at
YFBC since 2019.
Yo u m a y k n o w h e r
from Quizzing or
R i v e r s M i n i s t r y. S h e
is now one of the 3E
Interns.

Along with the many books we are
studying and the outreach we have
been doing, my favourite highlights
so far have been the two retreats
we’ve attended this fall.

Through the camp’s “Aha!
Adventures” program, we went on a

8
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the 411

of the

Youth Farm Bible Camp
We exist to share Jesus with people & provide a place for people to serve
1. Camps we run
We are excited to welcome children to camp as young as
age 5. We o er day camps for little ones, ages 5-8, wanting
to sleep in their own beds at night. Once campers are ready
for overnight camp, they can join us for one of our kids
camps, ages 6-12. But teens want to be a part of camp
too! We have junior teen camp and horse focused day
camps.
Since the 1970’s YFBC has also run and expanded our
camp program for adults with special needs - running 5
weeks throughout the summer. This is a powerful program
that sees people with intellectual disabilities looking
forward to their week of camp.
2. Activities
Making use of this amazing farm yard YFBC sits on, we run
outdoor activities everyone will enjoy. Let me list them for
you (ok, maybe not ALL of them, but here is a start.) Horse
riding, swimming, archery, wide games, canoeing, jumbo
pillow, climbing wall, water games, corn maze, petting zoo,
and low ropes.

Because we desire for Christ to be the centre of what we
do here at YFBC, after breakfast we start the day with
chapel and end each day with camp re, a time for singing
and a Bible story from our camp pastor.
3. Get Involved
Maybe you think you are too old for camp and you have a
desire to serve here at YFBC. There are a few opportunities
for you! Our junior sta program runs for young leaders,
ages 14-18, wanting to help out in the cabin, the kitchen, or
the horse program. Summer sta positions are for anyone
nished high school. And we can always use kitchen
helpers!
YFBC Core Values
Sacri ce - Die to self, live for Christ
Share - telling the gospel with words and deeds
Seek - desire to know God more, and people better
Serve - Put the needs of others ahead of self
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Aha! Adventures
The YFBC launched a new canoe

program this past summer with Aha!
Adventures. We wanted to create life
changing aha! moments through
wilderness canoe tripping in Northern
Saskatchewan. We offered two types
of trips. Aha! Adventure trips focused
on wilderness tripping, canoe skills
and exploring. The Deep Adventure
trips included those elements, with the
focus on getting deeper with God in
creation.
We kicked off and ended the season
with staff canoe trips. It was a great
way to start and end the season with
the staff. To introduce them to the new
program we are offering, get them
excited about the opportunities and
bene ts of wilderness trips, make
deeper connections with each other
and be immersed in creation.
Our Deep Adventure highlight was
taking the youth from Hague
Mennonite on a 5-day trip into the
McLennan lakes area. It was in July
with the scorching heat so we spent a
lot of time in the water swimming. It
was amazing to see the youth grow
and gain canoe skills, but also build
relationships and think about the deep
things in life as we pondered our role
in creation and our identity in Christ.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021

ANGELA HARDER
groups, we ran some fun whitewater
and caught some large sh. Highlights
were sailing down a big lake, good
food and seeing a moose in the
middle of a rapid.
The past summer was a good kick
starter and we hope to offer more
types of canoe trips next summer.
Some new additions will be a teen
canoe camp, a special needs canoe
trip and a family trip. I hope you would
consider joining us for a deep
adventure to encounter God in the
wilderness next summer. Venture out
of your comfort zone and challenge
yourself to grow in new ways. Step
into a full sensory environment without
distractions and explore what it means
to live our true identity in creation.
"Deep calls to deep in the roar of your
waterfalls; all your waves and
breakers have swept over me." Psalm
42:7
Angela Harder
moved from
Calgary to
joined the
YFBC staff in
May of 2021.
She leads Aha!
Adventures.

We ran two Aha! Adventure Trips to
the Hawkrock River and the Paull
River. On both trips we had fantastic

Love God - Love People
WWW.YFBC.COM
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Valley Equestrian Centre

CHERALYNE
GIBSON

Another year has come and gone and the

Olivia has a passion for empowering

our subsidized costs to participants, as

Valley Equestrian Centre has continued to

people and a heart for the VEC program.

well as our provision of lesson horses.

expand and evolve. The rst big change is

We look forward to Olivia’s leadership and

This year the mental health of our

Cheralyne (Horsemanship Director) taking

fresh ideas over the coming year!

worldwide population is at a concerning

a maternity leave in September! Cheralyne

level, and the VEC program has been a

had a baby girl on October 10th! Her name

This year VEC had four instructors on

shimmer of hope and positivity in the lives

is Ember and she is super cute.

staff. Even with this many available

of so many, adults and children alike,

instructors, the riding program was so

when the world we now know is full of

busy that there were not enough days in

con ict, fear, and honestly depressing

In preparation for
Cheralyne’s leave,
Olivia Donaur

the week to accommodate the
demand.The riding arena and VEC

was hired in

horses were booked solid - with a

circumstances. Our aim is to teach
excellence in horsemanship, but our
driving mission is to be a light and equip

March to

wait list of clients to boot. With our

our riders with life skills (taught by the

work

growing clientele, and our students

horses) that will improve their day to day

alongside

who have been with us for several

life.

Cheralyne

years continuing to move up the

throughout the

riding levels, we have had to upgrade

summer and then

our lesson horse herd to include 3 new

Thank you to all those who support our
equestrian program. It has been
something many people have needed this

take over the reins and

upper level horses. There are also several

year.

lead the VEC program while Cheralyne is

construction projects underway, including

God bless,

gone. She and her husband Kyle, their two

acquiring more pasture land and

horses and their cat, moved to Saskatoon

building new corrals and shelters for the

in 2019 and connected with the VEC
program then. Prior to the move, Olivia
managed the horse program at Circle
Square Ranch camp for several years.

growing horse herd.

Cheralyne’s first
summer as
Wrangler was in

VEC has made riding and being around
horses accessible to people who would

2012. She has
been full-time
s i n c e M a y, 2 0 1 7 .

have never had the opportunity - with

English & Western lessons available
Lesson horses available or bring your
own horse
Options for group or private lessons

Riding Lessons!

Lesson groups will be made in
accordance with skill level and discipline
of choice
*some changes are applicable
according to the season

Cheralyne Gibson
Instructor Credentials
Certi ed Equestrian Canada Western
Instructor
Equestrian Canada English Rider
Level 6 with Jump Component
20 years of Riding and Training
Experience

www.valleyequestriancentre.com//cheralyne@yfbc.ca
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Tabernacle of Moses
BY ELEANOR FUNK

lt has been my privilege to be involved

with white and gold silk-like coverings.

the people coming through have very

with the YFBC Tabernacle of Moses

The campers loved it and felt special –

little, if any, knowledge of the Tabernacle,

project for the past three years. In 2019

said they felt like they were at a wedding!

we have added a 4-foot high granite

we set up a portable model which was

They sat and listened like little angels

monument of the Ten Commandments

used for Bible Camp during the summer

when inside the Tabernacle. All campers

(donated by Mr. Sun), which most people

and guided tours during the Corn Maze.

received approximately two half-hour

have at least heard of, and since both

The summer of 2020 was spent building

sessions of Tabernacle lessons per week,

were given to Moses at the same time, it

the permanent model of the Tabernacle of

and were given a Gospel of John,

is a great segue to the historic

Moses, the only one in Canada, which

complements of the Gideons. The

Tabernacle. Gospel of John books were

was completed just in time for the Corn

purpose of the model is three-fold:

Maze.

to give a bit of Old Testament history;

rst,

also available during the corn maze tours.

second, to show how Jesus Christ is a
This year, 2021, was the rst year that the

ful lment of each piece; and third, to use

Eleanor Funk

permanent model was used for both Bible

the Tabernacle as a model for

has been

Camp and Corn Maze. This year was

discipleship, prayer and worship.

such a thrill during Bible Camp. Many of
During the Corn Maze, the Tabernacle

model of 2019 and were quick to notice

was open for tours. Last year we

and point out the differences and

scheduled the tours every 15 minutes, in
groups of 6-12, which worked out

remembered the rocks

well, with an introduction

(that were used to

given in the courtyard

represent sin) and

and then continued

the white robes

inside the Tabernacle.

(representing the

This year, however,

Righteousness

due to increased

bestowed by Jesus

numbers, we needed

Christ). But they

to change the format.

were in awe of the

We had the groups gather

spectacular difference

at the gate, at which time a

inside! Because this summer

general explanation was given and

was so hot, we had all the lessons inside

then family groups, one at a time, were

the building instead of some outside, as in

allowed inside the building to have a look

2019, and had covered a dozen chairs

around and take pictures. Since many of

WWW.YFBC.COM

fi

fi

12

fi

Ta b e r n a c l e f o r
39 years!

the campers remembered the portable

similarities. They

presenting the
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Love God
Love People

Besides the Camps and Corn Maze,

the Lord we serve, and as such were

private tours (approximately 45 minutes)

willing to listen to its message.

were also available, upon request. These
private tours have become a popular

To God be the Glory!

offering, and people who have been
through previously, have expressed how
their interest in the scriptures has
increased since viewing the Tabernacle in

Check out our website

www.mosestabernacle.com

3-D.

We had visitors from all across Canada
and some from the US through this year
and a comment that I heard from just
about everyone was “WOW! We had no
YFBC Mission - Share Jesus with
People and Provide a Place for
People to Serve!

idea!”

People were surprised at and

impressed with the caliber of the
Tabernacle model, which is a testimony to

REGISTRATION FOR ALL CAMPS, SUMMER STAFF POSITIONS AND
THE JUNIOR STAFF PROGRAM OPEN ON

JANUARY 1, 2022
WWW.YFBC.COM

The Tabernacle
courtyard
measures 150
feet long by 75
feet long.

ALL INFORMATION IS
ONLINE AT:

WWW.YFBC.COM
LOVE GOD LOVE PEOPLE
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Youth Farm Corn Maze
ALYSIA WIELINGA

As the leaves start changing

of people waiting to order food from

colours, and the crisp wind comes

our burger shack, than we had this

blowing in, the warm drinks are

past season. Some days, we had a

brewing and what better way to

line formed for almost the whole 7

spend a day enjoying all that fall

hours that we were open.

offers, than to come to

the

Youth Farm

Even though having insane days like

Corn Maze!

that can be very tiring, it is so
rewarding to see all those people

No matter

coming through the gates, being

what age

loved as we serve them and provide

you are,

them with a great family experience.

there is
something for

The Corn Maze is a huge way that

everyone to participate in, whether its

the camp becomes funded to run

the big jumping pillow, corn maze,

during the summer full time. Every

climbing wall, potato launcher, petting

person that comes through the corn

zoo, peddle carts, hay wagon rides,

maze becomes a contributor to the

tabernacle tour, and of course the

funds needed for us to provide a

variety of food to eat! Throughout

summer full of fun and learning about

the years, our food selection as

Jesus that kids and adult special

expanded immensely, with variety of

needs can come to experience and

options for everyone. This year,

be loved as we are able to continue

along with the new ice cream and

to do the ministry work God has

mini donuts trailer, we introduced a

called us to do.

fry machine to add french fries and

countless amounts, along with
burgers and hot dogs.

GOLD
SPONSORS
Rheinland Transportation Ltd.
HuntingHamm Excavation
Valley Ford
Stream Stick Farms Ltd.
WG Feeders & JRG Farms

SILVER SPONSORS

poutines to our menu. The fries
were a huge hit and we made

THANK YOU TO
2021 Corporate Sponsors

Alysia Wielinga
has been part of
this yard since
2016 with her
f a m i l y. S h e i s n o w
one of the the 3E
Interns.

Rosthern Agencies
Rosthern Clothes Basket
Marvin’s Gardens
Epic Plumbing & Heating
Af nity Credit Union
Neufeld Sand & Gravel
Zak's Home Hardware

I have never seen such a huge line

fi
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Over 22,000 people
visited the Youth
Farm
Corn Maze and
enjoyed our
activities,
with many staying
more then 3 hours!

Spiritual Impact
of the

Youth Farm
by
Gustavo Araujo

We exist to share Jesus with people & provide a place for people to serve

Every year we have so many things to work on at the YFBC,

We have seen countless stories of people impacted by Jesus

and in each season we have different, exciting, and beautiful

in this place throughout the years and 2021 was not any

people coming to this yard. It’s always an opportunity to

different. This is a reality we thank the Lord for every day in

serve, to connect, to help and to learn a lot. It is amazing to

our morning meetings to know that this is His work. In fact,

see God's work in this ministry. The Lord has been the

this is what moves us to see Jesus glori ed and honoured in

Provider and Sustainer of every detail in all programs we’ve

everything we do here.

run. For sure we couldn’t accomplish what is done here
without Him.

In the heat of the summer, during drought times, with
restrictions, limitations or not, when the cold and snow comes

As a staff member or a volunteer or even a visitor, you will

heavy, during the bustling season or at resting times…

hear again and again and again that this is a place where we

regardless of when or what, we always see the Spirit of God

want you to grow in loving the Lord Jesus with all your mind,

present here investing in people - In us and in you!

heart and strength and, also increase and practice your love
for people. You know, we really mean this! This message is

All glory to the Lord Jesus and we thank you for being part of

imprinted in our hearts not just on t-shirts and cars stickers.

this place! Blessings to you and your family!

WWW.YFBC.COM
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Nicaragua Ministry

BY DANIEL WIEBE
how to buy groceries and here we
are with 4 kids now 8 and under and
a project reaching out to kids and
families in a small community in front
of the local dirt road airport.
What we do here:
Its has been a journey learning how
to adapt to this culture and
language, and although I had hoped
my Spanish speaking would be more
uent before starting ministry, we
started outreach anyway. The needs
around me became so heavy that
the Holy Spirit thrust me into what is

Hi, My name is Daniel Wiebe and I

God that one day I would live in the

now the things we do. It started with

am new to the Youth Farm Bible

jungle and tell people about Jesus. I

prayer walks and taking a translator

camp team but I am not new to

don’t exactly live in the Jungle but

to go door to door to see what

Rosthern. Although I grew up in

pretty dang close. We moved to a

people’s needs were and how we

Rosthern I now live with my wife and

small city near the paci c coast

could support them and pray for

our 4 kids in Nicaragua, (that’s

called Leon about 4 years ago after

them. Oh, and it also started with

somewhere below Mexico just in

quitting my job as a carpenter and

visiting the ice cream store, you see

case you’re confused).

my other job working as an outreach

we also bought an ice cream store

minister in a Church. As a carpenter I

called “Kiss Me” as a ticket to getting

bought a few beat up houses and

residency, and one day it’ll help

Let me tell you a little about how we
ended up here, what we do here and

xed them up to rent in order to be

how that ties in with the Youth Farm

able to live as a missionary with

Bible Camp!

income coming in, and although this
alone doesn’t fully cover it, It sure

How we ended up here:

helps. My passion was to move to a

support the ministry too!

d
L e GPoe le
L e

poor country, learn the culture and
My journey to becoming a

how to live and then start asking

missionary started at the Rosthern

God how we can help and what we

Alliance Church when missionaries

could do to make a difference both

from all over the world would come

economically and spiritually. So long

visit our little church. I’ll never forget

story short, that’s how we ended up

all their cool trinkets, colourful money

here with 3 kids under the age of 4

and exciting stories and I promised

at the time. Fast forward a few years
of painful transition and re-learning
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So back to door to door, I soon

strive to not only bring hope for a

The world is small and so by God’s

discovered that people needed

better future but seek to display an

grace my family and I will be a part

hope, and to get hope they needed

authentic faith outside of religion and

of Camp every summer and every

jobs and education. One of the

economic status. It’s a going on

fall return south.

things we started to help with jobs

journey working with families and

was to make small business loans

churches to seek for a better life

This winter I will not be the only

and coach them on some simple tips

spiritually and physically in a place

Canadian here. Thanks to our new

to being more successful in

where so few opportunities exist. I

internship program, I will be joined

business. When

feel so blessed to be able to live

this winter by the 4 interns and other

Covid rst hit, all

among them, make sawdust

staff to see the work we are doing

with them and see the

and be a part of it. The Interns will

the schools
stopped

change “poco a poco” (that

literally be living in a "Nica house”, in

running,

means little by little). We

a nica neighbourhood along with all

and with

have done many micro

the 5 a.m. roosters and the 11 p.m.

no access

loans as well as business

barking dogs! So please keep them

to internet,

training and in this next

in your prayers as we hope they

season we are seeking to

have a life impacting experience.

on-line
learning was
not an option.
So we met with the

make savings groups to see
further hope in an economic
future.

kids in an outdoor space
and offered classes of whatever we

this and please don’t hesitate to
contact the camp or myself

How this connects with YFBC

could think to teach them.

personally for more information or
personal stories of the cool things

Well, if you're reading this letter than

we are seeing done by the hand of

In addition to these classes, I

you already know that YFBC is all

our loving Father here in Nicaragua.

connected with my Mennonite roots

about outreach. Through our camps

in sawdust and started a carpentry

we reach hundreds of families with

class teaching youth how to build

authentic Jesus loving faith. We

stuff, so no matter what their social

believe that every person connected

class or opportunity for education

with our camp will be impacted not

would be, they would always have a

only for a week or a summer but for

way to earn a living. These classes

an eternity. This outreach is not just

have continued with local support

for families and communities in the

staff, and with school back in

Sask Valley Region but also to

session, we work around their school

Mexico, Israel and now…

schedules to have a class every

Nicaragua.

morning and every afternoon in 2

Daniel Wiebe

locations. Relationship is everything

We have made a partnership

joined our

in Latin American culture and so

together to see more outreach

last summer

keeping this project small and

happen both here in the tropical

intimate has been a huge key to our

south and at our beautiful camp

success. We work closely with the 3

which I have committed to be a part

churches within the community and

of every summer.
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Executive Director
MARK WURTZ
There are times of increased stress and

Olivia Donauer is a new staff member in

are reading many books, taking three

anxiety in 2021, but there are also many

the Valley Equestrian Center of YFBC.

morning classes each week, and working

joys and blessings. By nature, I am an

Olivia comes with lots of camp experience

in the ministry of YFBC. We will also be

optimist and I see lots of opportunities and

as she grew up at a Bible Camp in

going to Nicaragua to have a cross-culture

God-given blessings in this year and the

Wolsely, Saskatchewan - Circle Square.

mission learning tour and a one week

future. I am excited to be leading an

She loves horses and animals, and we

Mexico impact trip. We are so excited

organization that is blessed with many

have greatly appreciated her dedication to

about this program! Gustavo and I have

amazing staff.

both. She is an instructor at the Valley

really enjoyed teaching the classes and

Equestrian Centre and has also been

interacting with young people with vibrant

We have started a few new ministries that

taking over more duties when Cheralyne

faiths. We are hoping that this program will

we are very excited about. In 2020, we

went on maternity leave.

continue for many years to come.

Saskatchewan can be for all ages.

Yes, our Director of Horsemanship,

So yes, some days may be more stressful

Candace and I felt that the person to lead

Cheralyne Gibson and her husband Aaron

than others, but there have been so many

us in this opportunity would be Ang Harder

had a baby girl on October 10! Her name

exciting blessings and ministry

- a good friend from Swift Current Bible

is Ember Evelyn Gibson and we are so

opportunities this year! We need to give

Institute (and one of the MCs of our

excited for Chera and family. We hope to

the glory to God and be so very grateful!

wedding 26 years ago). It was Godsend to

see little Ember riding horses at YFBC

have Ang phone me in January talking

soon. One of our longtime staff members,

about a desire to see ministry done

Michael Unger, is transitioning to a

through canoes. AHA Adventures! was

different job. We greatly appreciate

born and we are greatly excited about the

Michael’s dedication, loyalty, and

has been

possibilities.

servanthood nature over the eight years

YFBC’s

he has worked at YFBC. He has been a

executive

Daniel Wiebe joined our summer staff this

mainstay for many at the camp when

director

year and has brought a lot of enthusiasm

coming to the corn maze, retreats and the

and vigour to our camp program. He is

summer camping program. He will be

working for YFBC in the summer for four

missed by staff and campers.

saw how impactful canoeing and Northern

home from Nicaragua. The other eight

Another change for this year is our

months of the year is spent bringing the

internship program. We established this in

hope of Christ to the people in Nicaragua.

2015, but have not really run the program

We are so excited to have Daniel and his

since. Now we have four interns that have

family be a part of YFBC and hope to

been very involved in all aspects of

continue and support their ministry in both

ministry! Dennis Milburn, ChristyAnn Dyck,

Rosthern and Latin America!

Nekaelly Sandstra, and Alysia Wielinga

18

since 2001.
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months while his young family comes

Mark Wurtz
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Site Manager

JACOB WIELINGA

Snow Maze, spring cleanup, a canoe trip,

planted again, and once it started growing,

groups. What a blessing doing life

8 weeks of summer camp, about 10 weeks

a handful of us swarmed the corn eld and

together, having fun at the corn maze and

of corn maze, and now adjusting for the

“cut out” a design for our maze. We also

winter months. That summarizes 2021, let

tried our hand at sun owers. That went

me put some details to it.

well; unfortunately, the crop matured too
early because of the dry weather.

It was encouraging to have a bit of a

nding opportunities to walk side along
those who came to support us in this way.

As I write this, snow again has covered the
ground. Daniel has left for the winter, the

normal year again. Still a lot of restrictions

With less restrictions on the horizon,

tabernacle is closed, the animals all have

and modi cations to how we do things, but

summer camp planning became part of

access to heated water, the crops have

so thankful to be able to do camp, corn

the agenda. Cabins needed spring

been harvested, and I head out doing the

maze, and host people. For me, it was all

cleaning, summer activities needed setting

tasks of working on a horse shelter,

about how to make it happen. The snow

up and new summer camp protocols were

cleaning up straw, picking up barley,

maze construction nished early in

put in place.

adjusting some corn maze activities for

January, and it was great being able to

next year, and re ecting on 2021: Our

host family and friends as they faced the

Late spring we welcomed Daniel Wiebe

theme was “You are Chosen”. Colossians

elements of the weather and the 8 foot

here. With his help running summer camp

3:12-14 challenges us that in Christ we are

snow walls, some of which naturally

and helping with some building projects,

to cloth ourselves with compassion,

curved and bent as the sun showed its

we were able to move the potato launcher,

kindness, humility, gentleness, and

strength. As the weather warmed, the

landscape around the tabernacle, build a

patience. Bear with each other and

snow maze slowly disappeared.

live-hands-on petting zoo area, build a

forgive. Love is what we need to put on

small scale barn, extend the eating

above all this. Without love we can never

It was great to see grass again, so spring

pavilion, upgrade the burger shack, and

make any of this possible. May we take

cleaning started: tree trimming, tree

modify the barn for future public activities

this to heart.

planting, fence building, fence mending,

(surprise). Even though we had a very dry

God bless

trenching to modify power supplies, water

summer, the corn still managed to grow

supplies, and internet requirements kept

quite well, and I was given access to

us busy. Cannot forget to mention going

miscellaneous elds that I could cut for

on a quick canoe trip. The corn eld was

hay bales for the winter.

Jacob
Wielinga has
been serving
as Site

As the summer came to a close the Corn
Maze opened its gates

Manager since
2016

to many families, some
school groups, youth
groups, and some rental

Love God
Love People
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www.yfbc.com

Youth

Camp
Summer 2022

Day Camp . Children’s Camp . Junior Teen Camp . Adult Special Needs Camp . Horse Camps

Youth Farm Corn Maze
& Petting Zoo
Open Friday-Sunday August -October

Corn Pit // Climbing Wall // Jumbo Pillow // Wagon

Love God

www.yfbc.com/cornmaze
Like us on Facebook

Aha! Adventures is part of the YFBC family. We are in
the business of creating life changing aha! moments
on wilderness canoe trips.

