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A number of meetings were held by the early leaders and 

on different occasions discussions were held with the 

leader of the Canadian Conference, Rev. David Toews , 

and a group of Canadian pastors and Cnristian Endeavor 

leaders. The result of these meetings was the 

inclusion of a Young People's sessions to be held in 

t'laldheim, Sask. in July 1940. The outbreak of World 

War II prevented a large attendance, in fac t only about 

a dozen people were present. Despite the poor atten­

dance a committee was elected with Rev. J.C.Schmidt 

as president; Rev. Paul Schroeder as secretary and Hr . 

Henry W. Friesen as vice-president. The i mmediate goal 

of the Young People's executive was to give the youth a 

Conference-consciousness, and to realize that no one 

need look for "far pastures that appear greener" 

because we have everything that any othe r denomination 

o :E fers and more. 

B. Its Dream 

On the Saskatchewan scene the committee met for prayer, 

asking God for wisdom and direction in programming. One 

of the first projects attempted was a Youth Retreat in 

June 1941. The opinion was expressed that it had been 

a very blessed occasion for all who attended. However, 

at the Canadian Conference sessions i n 1941 and 1942 

some critic ism was expressed against the fac t that the 

Retreat had been conducted in the English language. 

Wnen the conference secretary was asked in what lan­

guage Henry 'Friesen had preached, knowing that he had 

come from Russia and that his English wasn't perfect, 

he wittingly replied, "In Be brew." There was also 

strong objection to campfire services where those 

gathered gave a testimony and placed a piece of 
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breeding stock. High quality Yorkshire hogs were also 

raised and farmers bought gilts at $10.00 to improve 

their own herds. Through this service farmers were 

able to produce the best bacon hogs delivered at the 

stockyards of Saskatoon and Prince Albert, Sask. In 

' 1939-40 a $4,000 piggery was built, as well as a 

$3,000 greenhouse. 

B. Reason for Selling. 

Soon after these ne\'i buildings were functioning the 

Experimental Station office received word that it would 

have to close as a war economy measure. Those con­

n ected with the farm held protest meetings, but to no 

avail. The big question at the moment was: what would 

be done with the experimental s t ation that was so far 

adva nced in the field of agriculture? Even the land­

scaping of the farmyard campus was the pr ide of the 

whole c ommunity and n o one could imagine all this 

planting h aving been done in vain. Two suggested 

alte rnatives for the farm we re to convert it into a 

flying field to train pilots for war, or an internment 

camp. 

III The Saskatchewan Mennonite Youth Farm 

A. Its Beginnings. 

It was exact ly at this time that the s . t-1.Y.o. was con­

ducting i t s summar retreat s on t hese grounds and began 

to pray for God's guidance in the possibility of pur­

chasing the Experimental Farm . Correspondence wi t h the 

Fe deral Government at Ottawa was begun and all the 

que stions and propositions of the S.M.Y.O . received the 

most courteous attention, even to t he extent of accept­

ing the comparatively small payment offer in preference 

to higher offers from individuals. The transaction of 

purchase was made with the Federal Government in the 

winter of 1943-44 for $20,000, with a $5,000 down 
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have been an annual highlight for many a young person. 

It was here that many dedicated themselves to the 

service of Cnrist under such capable leadership as 

Missionary Marvin Dirks, Evangelist J.Esau, Rev. Paul 

Shelly, Rev. Wedel and song leader Walter H. Hohmann. 

Usually these retreats closed with a song festival or 

a program on the closing Sunday. The Youth Farm was 

also home base for a large D.V.B.S. program. Every 

year Henry w. Friesen would find isolated areas all 

over the province that were practically unchurched and 

then delegate young recruits in pairs to teach the 

Word. 

3.Invalid Home - In response to the purpose that the 

Youth Farm serve a humanitarian and charitable need, 

the largest farm home was converted into an Invalid 

Home \'lith approximately twelve beds. Within a few 

weeks of its opening in Hay 1944 all accommodations 

were filled. The whole church community, and not only 

the youth, now felt that they were involved because 

now they had visible evidence that the farm was ser­

ving every age and not just the younger generation . 

Tt1is new vision resulted in the church's whole hearted 

support when an extension was planned in 1·945 to 

accommodate a total of fifty three patients. It was 

completed in 1949 and two years later extended to 

include a sunporch on both the first and second floor 

levels. The Invalid Home was fully occupied almost 

from the beginning, in fact in 1952 there were fifty 

eight patients which meant that five had to sleep in 

the newly constructed sunporch. 

The patients were an assortment of physically and 

mentally handicapped people. In 1951 it became quite 

obvious that the facilities of this particular home 

were inadequate. 
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further record that in .Apri 1 1975 Henry Friesen re­

quested the use of the loafing barn for large meet­

ings. T'h.e action of the board was to recommend that 

the loafing barn was not suitable for staging large 

meetings • 

6. Unit House - A building just to the west of the dairy 

barn was home for a number of lW fellows from the 

United States. Although some redecorating had been 

done when it was first occupied by the unit, it was 

drawn to the farm boards attention in April 1966 that 

this building had no bathing or toilet facilities. 

In May it 1-1as agreed to install bathroom facilities, 

thus making life for the unit fellm'is somewhat more 

tolerable. 

7 .Netl'l Nursing Home - According to the minutes available 

the construction of a new nursing home began sometime 

in late 1961. It Nas at a board meeting when the dis­

cussion centered around increased assistance from the 

government for the enlargement of the Crippled 

Children's Home that two representatives from the De­

partment of Social Welfare who were present, Hr. 

Chalmer and Mr. Steininger, responded by saying, "We 

want to help you to stay in business 1 - call on us 

again when you think we can help." They also assured 

the board that the government would provide a con­

struction grant of 20% for a new home. A basic unit 

of 120 beds had been suggested. A year later the 

vision of a new home was again on the agenda and 

questions like these were raised? 

(a)should it have a men's and a women's wing? 

(b)should we have a central kitchen and laundry? 

I . 




























